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Hur the Handholder

Exodus 17:10-16

Hi! My name is Ben Hur.
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Maybe you’ve heard of my father. His name is Hur. Some people around here call him Hur
the Handholder. Why? Well, a few years ago a battle was fought against our enemy Amalek.
The battle started off well, with our people winning. (children cheer) Our leader Moses was
stationed on a hilltop. He held the staff of God in his hands and when he raised the staff
high, our enemy was in trouble! (One child can stand in front raising and lowering his hands
as appropriate) After awhile, though, Moses grew tired and he let his hands down to rest.
(cheers change to worried murmur or shouts such as “oh, no!” “look out” or ‘“help!”)
Our people were badly beaten by the Amalek army.

So up shot Moses’ hands again. (children cheer again)
Our people were winning again.

But soon Moses grew so tired that he let down his hands. (worried murmurs and shouts
again) Our people were beaten again! Poor Moses. It was obvious that if he held up his
hands, his army would win, but if he didn’t . . . or couldn’t . . .

(murmurs and shouts cease) And that’s where my father Hur and my uncle Aaron stepped in
to help. They got a big stone for Moses to sit on; then my father and my uncle each held up
one of Moses’ hands. (children cheer)
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BEN HUR:  So, that’s why my father is called Hur the Handholder. You might be thinking that his

handholding job wasn’t glamorous or strenuous or difficult or complicated, and you’re
right! But he had a job to do and he did it — that’s what counts. And the Lord allowed our
people to win the battle because my father kept Moses’ hands in the air. Maybe you have
a job to do that doesn’t seem very important, but the Lord can use it to make a big dif-

ference.



